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Yahoo must face class action over text messages: U.S.

judge

BY JONATHAN STEMPEL
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Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer speaks during her keynote address at the annual Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in
Las Vegas, Nevada January 7,2014.

Yahoo Inc was ordered by a Chicago federal judge on Monday to face a class action
lawsuit accusing the Internet company of sending unsolicited text messages to Sprint Corp
cellphone users in violation of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.

U.S. District Judge Manish Shah said the users could sue as a group over messages sent
in March 2013 because their claims had enough in common.

Shah rejected Yahoo's arguments that a class action could subject it to damages that were
disproportionate to the alleged harm, promote "piecemeal” litigation covering other time
periods and phone carriers, and thwart Congress' desire that claims be brought individually
in small claims court.

More than 500,000 cellphone users could be part of the class, court papers show.

The plaintiffs accused Yahoo of sending them automated "welcome" messages when other
users sent them separate messages via the Yahoo Messenger service.
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They said the welcome messages constituted unauthorized advertising for Yahoo services,
violating the federal TCPA and subjecting the Sunnyvale, California-based company to
damages of up to $1,500 per message if the violations were willful.

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yahoo-classaction-idUSKBNOUI21R20160105
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The case was brought by Rachel Johnson, an lllinois resident who claimed to receive a T, T

Mexican mayor killed one day after taking office

welcome message from Yahoo after being sent a spam text message from another user
advertising a means to reduce high-cost debt.

Shah declined to certify a separate class of T-Mobile US Inc cellphone users for welcome
messages sent in April 2014. He said the proposed plaintiff in that part of the case had
consented to receiving welcome messages.

Yahoo did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

Trump: "It's not the gun that pulls the trigger"
Keith Keogh, a lawyer for Johnson, said: "We appreciate the court's thorough analysis."

The case is Johnson et al v. Yahoo Inc, U.S. District Court, Northern District of lllinois,
Nos. 14-02028, 14-02753.

(Reporting by Jonathan Stempel in New York; Editing by Steve Orlofsky)

More From Reuters
+ Oil will blow past $80 a barrel in 2016 |30 Dec

+ Oregon activists picked the wrong battle,
militia leaders say |4 Jan

* The double life of a Russian 'spy' beheaded by
Islamic State |29 Dec

+ Puerto Rico governor: U.S. backtracking on
island's independence |28 Dec

Russia can only use the United States as an
excuse for so long |28 Dec

China creates three new military units in push
to modernize army |31 Dec

Exclusive: Poland wants Britain's help over
NATO troops in Brexit talks |3 Jan

Britain’s exit from Europe: 28 days later |24 Dec

Trump’s journalism rhetoric is no laughing
matter |22 Dec

Global smartphone brands face mass
extinction |22 Dec

REUTERS + Back to top

Business | Markets | World | Politcs | Technology | Opinion | Money | Pictures | Videos | Site Index
Reuters News Agency | Brand Attribution Guidelines | Delivery Options

Support | Corrections

Register | Sign In

\ = .
e Twitter T Facebook ' | inkedin * RSS @ Podcast '9 Newsletters . Mobile

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Advertise With Us | AdChoices | Copyright

http://www .reuters.com/article/us-yahoo-classaction-idU SKBNOUI21R20160105 2/3


http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yahoo-classaction-idUSKBN0UI21R20160105
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/news/politics
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://blogs.reuters.com/us/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/assets/siteindex
http://agency.reuters.com/
http://agency.reuters.com/en/platforms-delivery/reuters-brand-attribution-guidelines.html
http://thomsonreuters.com/site/delivery-options/
http://reuters.zendesk.com/
http://reuters.zendesk.com/anonymous_requests/new
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/registration/pages/registration/begin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2F
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/login/pages/login/portfolioLogin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2F
http://www.twitter.com/reuters
http://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thomson-reuters_1400
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.reuters.com/tools/podcasts
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://www.reuters.com/privacy-policy
http://www.reuters.com/terms-of-use
http://sales.reuters.com/
http://info.evidon.com/pub_info/285?v=1
http://thomsonreuters.com/copyright/
http://blogs.reuters.com/breakingviews/2015/12/30/oil-will-blow-past-80-a-barrel-in-2016/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-oregon-militia-allies-idUSKBN0UJ04120160105
http://www.reuters.com/article/russia-syria-spy-idUSKBN0UC19U20151229
http://www.reuters.com/article/usa-puertorico-status-idUSL1N14H0PY20151228
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/12/29/russia-can-only-use-the-united-states-as-an-excuse-for-so-long/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-defence-idUSKBN0UF1SU20160101
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-eu-poland-idUSKBN0UH0IE20160103
http://blogs.reuters.com/breakingviews/2015/12/24/britains-exit-from-europe-28-days-later/
http://blogs.reuters.com/talesfromthetrail/2015/12/22/trumps-journalism-rhetoric-is-no-laughing-matter/
http://blogs.reuters.com/breakingviews/2015/12/23/global-smartphone-brands-face-mass-extinction/

1/5/2016 Yahoo must face class action over text messages: U.S. judge | Reuters

Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent information for businesses and professionals.

THOMS50N REUTERS

THOMSON REUTERS THOMSON REUTERS THOMSON REUTERS Next™ OMESOURCE

Our Flagship financial An ultra-low latency A connected approach to Our next generation legal Our global tax
information platform infrastructure for governance, risk and research platform workstation
incorporating Reuters electronic trading and compliance

Insider data distribution

Thomson Reuters investing news, world news, business news, technology news.

finance, stock market mutual funds information video, mobile

list of exchanges and delays, please click here

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yahoo-classaction-idUSKBNOUI21R20160105

Thomsonreuters.com
About Thomson Reuters
Investor Relations
Careers

Contact Us

small business news personal
Editorial Handbook

3/3


http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/
http://ir.thomsonreuters.com/
http://careers.thomsonreuters.com/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/contact_us/
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/us
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://www.reuters.com/finance/smallBusiness
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks
http://funds.us.reuters.com/US/overview.asp
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://handbook.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer

