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Irish CSO’s
b lose 3rd shining
- straight season

Darnel Barenbom

station Mir on Shturday. R
i By CaM S1MPse

BUsiNESs REPORTER
|~ Copyright :bsr Chucmiun Times
CablelTV com Ynes 1hﬂ( charge milliops of
dollars in late fées are being investigatefl by
the Ilinpis attol g(- ra}'s office for phssi-
ble consu mer fr u Chigago Sun-Times
has learred

2 I While thoke fees typieally are 3?1 to $7.50
W am alamed at apiece, they bring millions of dollam in

h : revenues annually to cable comp
By tontrast, state faw limits ut lties, such

| ] )
- hie mrdla es as ComEd, to late fees that equal 1.5 percent
¢ of a customer’s hill,

i | Companies’ late fees legally are limited to
cahle giant Tie-(‘ommunica(hms Inc., or TOL, reasongble éxpenses caused by tardy payments.

which has affiliates throughout, the state. At the heart of the controversy is one jssue:

At {thd same i e, {e City of Chi is Do thé cable companies’ fees cover real casts
yrepdring to ge ugh lon_ Piime Cable |land Kot a monthly payment that is 10 days late. * ;0 ed for late payments, or are they exces-
Chiicdgo. Cable T} ver helrl te fees.

somemble companies chargela fee that equals  give charges used to pad the: pmrmmmy of
up ‘10345 percent of the bill fur basic service. Turn to néxt page
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Ay it linkup with
1he troubled | ian space sta- : ; : S
m Mir Saturday, bringing | : o =
psh supplies, tepair equip- i " .
ent and a new ‘American as- i
ronaut, 41-yoar- 1d doctor-en- & il '

Chicagyp - Cabl nngamhlwe of natipnal
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Uittle Atla
meer David Wolf.
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The - docking alsn brought BY ALEX RODRIGURZ

vﬂlsibte relief {0 those connedted % . REGIONAL REVIRTER
with the jaint "U.S.-Rusgan . L It hasn’t heen easy, Patty Szerlo
¥, ¥ N ng
dp‘::lredl;lor, c::olw wehobe:: Lvni ; i says. She put three kids through col-
Ll i m :; hep : [ R lege on one income, in & house where

urg 8 p on property taxes soared 41 peresnt from

| “Evervthing's- gone very {1 e the

: SEvery ; ) Then the tax ¢ap kicked in. Since

well.” said [N 8""3“[ Aeronau- . then, the taxes unpher modest ranch

:i(:::kigr‘:\ :nqa : ':esmﬁ\;:?g;;gl : hbuse in unincorporated Itasca have

™ PPN v;rv umumh dm‘kv y;iwn ‘; [;Mvegt. Last year, they went
down $77, o 33,994,

F”‘ kim. wns] esp‘ The tax cap, Szerlong said, kept her

bhcause Mir's cens from scouring for a cheaper place to

tense| i ' i
dm\l\ ense A it Tive. “l's been ughl. but the {tax cap

tral guidanpe

made §t possible,” she said. “Tt's al-
£ e e e
times duripgri the past three i _ ’ i , _ -om \"hl‘d"‘ﬂ i R
wookn, and lary repeat of those ' i T : A 1 i PASLO MABTINEZ MONSIVAIS SUN THES Tax cops have become s homeown.
- Turn to Page 4 Patty Srerjong (with d ter Annie, 15 nyl hx «caps helpad har Kedp het home in unincotpos €% hext friend in the Just six years.
; raiqd itasga; Since caps vmq spproved, doutle-d pn property ?;; hikeh are a thing of the past. H Turn to nbxt page
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. i A 4 o
. ‘ 1 € md (md virtually- e\cry»yhere else. ‘tiy Monday. h::;s Il:r‘t}ll}é ;‘ l‘:h
) a In C ﬂl(agu TCLs $5 late fee equals dlm‘o?l 39 s lows in the low 50s. Moty
' . per(enl} of itk bill for ‘hdsx( service-i $12.91 a sunny Tuesday, hi hs in fh
vy ok County' ; month. Primgicharges $7.50 for late pay ment of | Tow 60s. Detall}ls on%’ A €
'  [Brithe and' | a hasic monthly service bill of $16,50. That % Chicago Sun-Ti alge
. jve and | equals 4 fee dfl more than 45 percent. . j C‘%ll‘(’)dg’;?l 7uzril ‘v’v“es ben ;
. el emerging;” | A TCI exefutive who set the $5 late fee for } 7" = 9500 and Tdeat (.'
; ; ring the curtes ;Lacnon by ~ ‘ Illmms,l after]it already was levied in Chicago. g;:“; (,‘an,“ ime (‘at
:“' : ‘atti ‘general’s dffi : ¢ said mg stdtvmenl that she did not dv'a {77 ME;). d
) i [ eny the-allégatjons. . i : formal tudy e-fee costs. Ava Whalev sald i i

D : tdl chmment on; ithé investigation” ) " the fee.was n calculations \he made ** -
:v -1 orlthe i [it né the lawsuxt. alls) to TCI's the back of Jan epvelope™ or on \(g(n;) mpe ; LOtteries «%1
5 { ser Iwere 'directed’ fo |4 regional . il : sincg thrown away or misplaced: | . For tickets dated Saturday.
V- ()Edld ‘not return cdllg Friday| : utive testifyving in the Baltimore | 1 Sept. 27. 1997 ;
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} : \ T(,l dxbcloséd he investiga-. ¢ study hé_ﬂid tuze implementing the ?ee because: ¥/ MIDDAY Pick 3—104
oo iny the' umsumer frapd divigion: - the papeiwork wastmisplaged or destroyed. i 14 MIDDAY Pick 4—9108 |

: ‘l”qll Jim' Rydn's offi¢e| In sepa-. > h A Michael WiScot{ Sr., Prime’s Chicago manager, L EVENING Pick 3—667

i S E fatement I{»(nl cable] rggulators in SO R SR d‘m 4 dépasi tiqr this summer that he couldn’t ;. EVENING Pick 4—5319
5 . ¥ ngl Norlhbm( k "sa d [they were . |; , PRt L subs tantiate 3 idf the claims his company made | Lotto—
: ! : k{th| Ry A nve;néat 4. | |Pet ";J-J ubm up (niglyrnev with tl~e Dak }h‘m i‘ to the offce vee Gallagher, Vla;())r Daleys {-. 9 19 22 28 44 51
I : - lawi firm DiTommasp & - Assdciates, thth ; 5 Grand prize: $12 milion
: i consumer i . . about the $7.50! fee. Prime and pri :
| " BUt soukces hleﬂ th(- Chifcago suits. !5. SR n ! told! the city dosts ‘may be gredtrm than 45 |1 Lottery replay on Page 44A 1.
e il its exis- i 4 . g t ] b: 1 g .
1 hed| its exis Tdentlcal case agaipst TCH th . “percgnt bf the bitl for bisic monthly service, ) The Big Game

: which had about 145.000-C hl(mru : Grand prize: $8 million

Aitimore judge, rulid two] weeks ag
it/least April. %

. . a8 o .0 Ptimé.alo
i fidavits. |- l”?!{*”,\/l@x‘i@?’“‘ve fees "o 5 i (u%tllr)méf's in] 1993, billed subscribers here for |0 : i
i are part ofla nlationwide - itabilily a ’h"{““‘p‘ nse offthe p‘f“h]l( <late fed tota xhg 1.4 million in 1993, according | ¥ : lndfanka i
1 i i being  sou ght o Prime's Be (_'*!'.\‘ Strausbers, h“W(:V»('l did.np ! © to eYiderice Brime dnuIUul in the lawsuit. 5 Pick 35 67801‘;'61;—2?%5‘ i
. N W for T stibscribers ¢r fraudi He ordered TCY to pa : The Chicap Cable Commission. mlmh Gal- 1 LL":CKY1O 14 19 29 36 ‘9
; : i wf!h' @ oy in refunds locally find to sldsh s la\t. foe; | Iagher vhairs Ilan an Oct. 14 hearing. Gallagher | °, OL‘;; grand prize: $8 miflion |
i uit- in Indiahd. s| appehling the dedision. Strfiusberg fyund | said febelatioNs'in the Baltimore case were “alarm- § 1 5
| t sdme thing 3\(rywher(' acluall expensq forieach late] pavment wiis i ing." dhd shd wansito force Prime and TCL 1o ¢ Michigan
P wuh an uverc 'mrge,. “waid: abolitl. 88 cents, whili- thd company chargés a 85 provide detaijedl stidies justifving Hmr late fees. {50 | MIDDAY Daty 3—200 0
i | - g ‘ R A ¥ | MIDDAY Daily 40250 1
< L ’ : ; . EVENING Daily:3—220 ¢
" ‘ K | | Lot 520 36
Ll j : . | ‘ © 14 Lotto— i@
] '”)Ln' ai r\;lln;.,, | an -l 1 TAx INanA Es : B Lgoxlo grand prize $2 1 mulhon:_‘%
AR TR e o ¢ el - T cotunc ONTIES s 1 Wisconsin A
A BEE ! asit twy  years, 1 . ;| | Pick 3~ 273
i - kolime 6f ealls fre ) praple sﬂ)l»ng ‘ The eneral As émbly a%proved tax caps.for the coliar counties R Super Cash— <
i Why are‘m«; 1,“ Hills g %(DuP ge, Kane, ake, McHenry and Will) in 1991, The capé limit tax, % ' 48 23 24 31 33 35
Ee h.gh"w has de( réaset] dlra . | increases to § arcent or the rate hqﬂatlon,.whnchever is less. P Megabucks —
L " kaid Bonnie| Kelstfom. King's ¢ Voterrapproved féferendums allow faxing bodies to exceed the cap. | | * 5 29 32 37 41 48
‘ f deputy cler C Also, taxmgbod can exceed the ¢ap to aliow for new constructvon ! B Jackpot. $2 4 mulhon
: : ‘i§ | But the (dp, J‘, s0 haive withi thelrbor rs and recentiy a_nexed and. i ! " Powerball
L k| school. superintendents, | park djs —— L 6 14 1!)6"::‘1 21
| - illag ané ; ' E ! rba!
, ; ) : i i v of %elng referen ric dll‘(‘(f()l"sl dnd H“d{,t .md‘ffﬂ * b 1987 e— M . ] ) W ; J:co:pg( $8 million
, i : orendum lose. o make some hird decigions al ‘, 1988 2.4Y Py
, ferlsenville thc Lihmn.. aervne cuthacks'and layvgffs. ; ] prmter———— ! i 0 Sun-Times lnfoline N
- ’ r-Jill Rogdriguez says if| | Usually those: derisiond are m 1989 T 12.8% i (312 3212211 Category 477
. an showing its agq| plter a taxulg aythority hlas built] 1990 o 12.5% P i
] | in rease referen- extended  loking ' & - at the pol [ )
Ca ix yeats. - More often jhan ndt. a taying dis 1991 ) TO REACH US
) { o Lhaq dsks. vuters 1) approve higher 1992 [ *
! : % sl "Wh( s},umg o vote yes| taxes goes home enmpty-handed. - 1993 |
' i : . Smie tax caps \were }na(ted i i - !
) | {991 for the coll the six-county [region, 694 tax [in- 1994




